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Galerie Nordenhake is pleased to present an exhibition with selected works by  
Olle Baertling. 

Since Baertling’s first solo show with the gallery in 1976 it has continued to show his 
work to both a Swedish and an international audience. 

Olle Baertling developed his Open Form after contact with the Concrete Art 
movement in Paris in the late 1940’s. By the mid 50’s his Open Form had become 
refined and absolute. The diagonal lines that define his triangular fields of colour 
converge off the extremities of the canvas, suggesting a scale that cannot be 
contained by the confines of such a surface. For Baertling this was a proposal of an 
infinite, cosmic scale. 

The open forms, compositions and colours he presented were not to relate to 
anything outside the painting – nothing from “real life.” In the same way, the titles of 
his works later became linguistic constructions – invented words.  

Baertling’s individual language proposes dynamic forces that suggest optimism for the 
future. 

Olle Baertling was born in Halmstad, Sweden in 1911. He spent the majority of his career in 
Stockholm, where he died in 1981. Since the 1950s, Baertling's work has been presented in 
many solo and group exhibitions, both in Sweden and internationally. In 1954, he 
represented Sweden at the Venice Biennial. He was honoured with several important prizes, 
including the award of the 7th Sao Paulo Biennale in 1963. In 1981, Malmö Konsthall and 
Stockholm's Moderna Museet compiled the first comprehensive survey exhibition of Baertling's 
work. In 2001, Kunsthalle Kiel presented a major retrospective. In 2007 Moderna Museet 
Stockholm and National Museum of Art, Architecture and Design, Oslo presented a new 
survey exhibition of Baertling’s work that was also on view at the Chinati Foundation in Marfa, 
Texas, founded by Donald Judd in 2008. 

 
Exhibit ion period: June 27 – August 1, 2015 

Gallery Opening Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11:00–18:00 
Please contact the gallery for further information and press images 

 
 

 
 

ARTISTS: MERIÇ ALGÜN RINGBORG  CHRISTIAN ANDERSSON OLLE BAERTLING MIROSŁAW BAŁKA  ANNA BARHAM IÑAKI 
BONILLAS ANN BÖTTCHER GERARD BYRNE JOHN COPLANS SARAH CROWNER JONAS DAHLBERG ANN EDHOLM 
SPENCER FINCH HREINN FRIÐFINNSSON PAUL FÄGERSKIÖLD FELIX GMELIN ZVI HECKER SOFIA HULTÉN  FRANKA 
HÖRNSCHEMEYER GUNILLA KLINGBERG KARL LARSSON EVA LÖFDAHL MEUSER HELEN MIRRA ESKO MÄNNIKKÖ 
SIROUS NAMAZI WALTER NIEDERMAYR SCOTT OLSON MIKAEL OLSSON MARJETICA POTRČ HÅKAN REHNBERG ULRICH 
RÜCKRIEM MICHAEL SCHMIDT FLORIAN SLOTAWA LEON TARASEWICZ JOHAN THURFJELL ALAN UGLOW GÜNTER 
UMBERG NOT VITAL MAGNUS WALLIN STANLEY WHITNEY RÉMY ZAUGG JOHN ZURIER 
 

 


