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Maureen Paley is pleased to present the fourth solo exhibition at the gallery by Maaike Schoorel. 
 
Maaike Schoorel’s work is informed by her research into the human mind’s ability to perceive and understand the 
visual world. The subjects of her paintings appear at once recognisable and elusive. Using photographic source 
material of people, places and objects Schoorel’s compositions simultaneously appear and dissolve into the canvas. 
 

The perceptual systems of the brain enable individuals to see the world around them as stable, even though 
the sensory information is typically incomplete and rapidly varying. Human and animal brains are structured 
in a modular way, with different areas processing different kinds of sensory information. Some of these 
modules take the form of sensory maps, mapping some aspect of the world across part of the brain's surface. 
These different modules are interconnected and influence each other. 
 
The process of perception begins with an object in the real world, termed the distal stimulus or distal object. 
By means of light, sound or another physical process, the object stimulates the body's sensory organs. These 
sensory organs transform the input energy into neural activity—a process called transduction. This raw 
pattern of neural activity is called the proximal stimulus. These neural signals are transmitted to the brain 
and processed. The resulting mental re-creation of the distal stimulus is the percept. Perception is sometimes 
described as the process of constructing mental representations of distal stimuli using the information 
available in proximal stimuli. 
 
Psychologist Jerome Bruner has developed a model of perception. According to him people go through the 
following process to form opinions: 
- When we encounter an unfamiliar target we are open to different informational cues and want to learn more 
about the target. 
- In the second step we try to collect more information about the target. Gradually, we encounter some 
familiar cues, which help us categorise the target. 
- At this stage, the cues become less open and selective. We try to search for more cues that confirm the 
categorisation of the target. We also actively ignore and even distort cues that violate our initial perceptions.  
Our perception becomes more selective and we finally paint a consistent picture of the target. 
 
wikipedia.org/wiki/Perception 

 
 
Born 1973, Santpoort, The Netherlands. Maaike Schoorel has recently returned from New York to the Netherlands 
and now lives and works in Amsterdam. Residencies include: The American Academy in Rome, 2015 
(forthcoming) and the International Studio and Curatorial Programme, New York, 2013. 
 
Selected solo exhibitions include: Gemeente Museum, Den Haag, the Netherlands, 2016-2017 (forthcoming); 
Fondazione Memmo, Rome, Italy, 2015 (forthcoming); Frans Hals Museum, Haarlem, The Netherlands, 2012; 
Maaike Schoorel - Zelfportretten & Stillevens, the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, London, UK, 
2011; Album, Museum de Hallen, Haarlem, The Netherlands, 2008. 
 
Selected group exhibitions include: Salon Hang, Kunstverein, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 2015; Landscape: the 
Virtual, the Actual, the Possible? Guangdong Times Museum, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China, touring to: Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco, USA, How Soon is Now?, Manifesta Foundation & DutchCulture, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, Variations: Conversations in and Around Abstract Painting, LACMA, Los 
Angeles, USA, The Peacock, Grazer Kunstverein, Graz, Austria, 2014; Nothing, Like Something Happens 
Anywhere, Chapter, Cardiff, Wales, 2012; Museum of Old and New Art, Tasmania, Australia; Saatchi Gallery in 
Adelaide: British Art Now, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia, 2011, Painted Over/Under, LACE, 
Los Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions, Los Angeles, USA, Painting Between the Lines, CCA Wattis Institute for 
Contemporary Art, California College of the Arts, San Francisco, USA, 2011; British Art Show 7: In the Days of 
the Comet, Hayward Touring Exhibitions, United Kingdom, 2010; Visible Invisible: Against the Security of the 
Real, Parasol Unit, London, United Kingdom, 2009; Eyes Wide Open – New to the Collection, Stedelijk Museum, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 2008. 
 


